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Jacob Palis is a Brazilian mathematician and professor. He obtained a 
degree in Engineering at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro and 
a Ph.D in Mathematics at the University of California, Berkeley. Since 
1973 he has held a permanent position as professor at the Instituto 
Nacional de Matemática Pura e Aplicada (IMPA) in Rio de Janeiro, from 
which he was director between 1993 and 2003. 
He is the President of the Academy of Sciences for the Developing 
World since 2007. He is also a foreign member of several academies 
of sciences, including the American and French academies and he is 
currently the President of the Academia Brasileira de Ciências. He was 
also president of the International Mathematical Union from 1999 to 
2002. Palis has received numerous medals and prizes. He has 42 Ph.D 
students, including several current professors of the Universities of 
Lisbon and Porto, and he was recently elected foreign member of the 
Academia de Ciências de Lisboa. 
In 2010 he was awarded the Balzan Prize for his fundamental 
contributions in the mathematical theory of dynamical systems 
that has been the basis for many applications in various scientific 
disciplines (such as in the study of oscillations). His research interests 
are mainly dynamical systems and differential equations. Some 
themes are: global stability and hyperbolicity, bifurcations, attractors 
and chaotic systems.

ABOUT PEDRO NUNES LECTURES

Pedro Nunes Lectures is an initiative of 
Centro Internacional de Matemática (CIM) 
in cooperation with Sociedade Portuguesa de 

Matemática (SPM), with the support of the 
Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian, to promote 

visits of notable mathematicians to Portugal. 
Each visitor is invited to give two or three 

lectures at Portuguese Universities on the recent 
developments in mathematics, their applications 
and cultural impact. Pedro Nunes Lectures are 

aimed to a vast audience, with wide mathematical 
interests, especially PhD students and youth 

researchers. 

Open questions leading to a global 
perspective in dynamics

24th February/ 2011/15.00 h/ Porto
http://www.fc.up.pt/cmup

2nd March/ 2011/ 16.30 h/ Lisboa
http://cmaf.ptmat.fc.ul.pt 
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Webstreaming available at:
www.cim.pt/?q=glocos-pedronunes
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